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vention, That agreement is as little likely to please the
Afghans as the Persians, and it seemed altogether un-
necessary in so far as they were concerned, The relations
between India and Afghanistan were on an exceptionally
satisfactory footing, and the Arneer and his advisers must
have been astonished when they discovered that an agree-
ment had been come to between Great Britain and Russia
as to their proprietary rights in their country. The only
right which they have hitherto admitted has been to be left
alone, and their proud spirits must have resented the attempt
to dispose of them and their interests without being in any
way consulted. It is to be hoped that Great Britain and
Russia will not only avoid all occasion of quarrel between
themselves, but that they will interfere in the affairs of
Persia and Afghanistan as little as possible. If these two
countries are to make any real progress, the impulse must
come from within; in any case the conditions of the
surrounding countries make it impossible that they should
stand still.

With regard to Thibet the Convention stipulates that
neither Great Britain nor Russia "shall seek or obtain,
whether for themselves or their subjects, any concessions
for railways, roads, telegraphs, or mines." Whether this
was a self-denying ordinance on the part of the contracting
parties, or a condition made by the Thibetans, is not known.
Probably mutual jealousy on the part of Great Britain and
Russia will, by the imposition of unnecessary restrictions,
tend to stereotype the existing stagnation. Here, again,
the example of Japan should have been followed, and
advantage taken of Western science and methods, and,
indeed, of all that was necessary for the real welfare of the
country, subject always to the condition that its political
independence was carefully guarded.

Some interesting lessons may be learned from the ex-
perience of the island of Mauritius, which is situated inter-
mediate between Asia and Africa, although geographically
it belongs to Africa. It may be looked upon as a half-way